Obituary: Professor Patrick Gerard Quilty AM by Large, RR et al.
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
61 Papers and Proceedings of the Royal Society of Tasmania, Volume 152, 2018 
OBITUARY: PROFESSOR PATRICK GERARD QUILTY AM 
by Ross R. Large, June Pongratz and Margaret Davies 
(with one plate) 
Large, R.R., Pongratz, J. & Davies, M. 2018 (14:xii): Obituary: Professor Patrick Gerard Quilty AM. Papers and Proceedings of the Royal 
Society of Tasmania 152: 61–70. ISSN 0080–4703. College of Sciences and Engineering, School of Natural Sciences, University of 
Tasmania, Private Bag 79, Hobart, Tasmania 7001, Australia (RRL*); 15 Rosehill Crescent, Lenah Valley, Tasmania 7008, Australia 
(JP); 4/2 Fisher Lane, Sandy Bay, Tasmania 7005 Australia (MD). *Author for correspondence. Email: Ross.Large@utas.edu.au 
Patrick Quilty had a long and dis­
tinguished career in Earth Science 
and Antarctic exploration. His
many contributions to Te Royal 
Society of Tasmania have been very 
signifcant and highly regarded by 
members and Council. In 1986 he 
was elected the senior vice­president 
of Te Royal Society of Tasmania, 
when the Governor was president. 
He became president of the Society 
again in 2010 and was the Chair of 
the RST Foundation for several years
besides being member of the Awards 
Committee, including serving as
chair. In 1996 he received Te Royal 
Society of Tasmania Medal for his 
scientifc achievements and service to
the Society. In 2011 he convened the
highly successful two­day Mawson 
Symposium for the Society. 
He was an extremely active member of the Tasmanian 
Division of ANZAAS, as well as of the Association of 
Australasian Palaeontologists and the Geological Society 
of Australia. 
Patrick obtained his BSc (Hons) from the University of 
Western Australia and PhD from the University of Tasmania.
He spent six years in the oil industry as a palaeontologist 
with West Australian Petroleum (WAPET), followed by 
fve years as a lecturer at Macquarie University. His frst 
visit to Antarctica was in 1965/66 with the University of 
Wisconsin, followed by a feld trip to Macquarie island in 
1968, with a party that identifed the island as a unique 
piece of uplifted oceanic crust. From 1981 to 1999 Pat 
was Chief Scientist for the Australian Antarctic Division 
and ANARE. He made a total of 14 working trips south, 
including three summers in the Vestfold Hills investigating 
fossil whales he had originally discovered in 1989, and 
participated in three ANARE marine science voyages. 
During his period at the Australian Antarctic Division, 
Patrick was very active in international Antarctic leadership,
serving as a vice­president of the Scientifc Committee on 
Antarctic Research (SCAR) for four years, and chairing 
the organisation of the XXth meeting of SCAR in Hobart 
in 1988, as well as symposia on the Vestfold Hills (1984) 
and Macquarie Island (1987). 
Professor Patrick G. Quilty AM. 
Patrick Quilty has published over 
200 scientific papers, including
several in the last three years
with others in the final stages
of submission. He became an
Honorary Professor in Earth
Sciences and IMAS at the University
of Tasmania in 2010 and has been 
a Distinguished Visiting Professor 
at California State University. His 
many awards include Member of 
the Order of Australia (AM), U.S. 
Antarctica Service medal, Inaugural 
Distinguished Alumnus of the
University of Tasmania, and the
Phillip Law Medal of the ANARE 
Club. Two Antarctic geographic
features and five fossil species
have been named in his honour. 
Particularly in his later years, Patrick
was a regular commentator on a 
broad array of Antarctic matters with TV, radio and the 
press, on tourist vessels and on Antarctic overfights. 
Honorary Research Professor Patrick Quilty was a warm 
hearted and generous man, who epitomised the mission of 
our Society (the advancement of knowledge), and devoted 
much of his valuable time to Society matters. He will be 
greatly missed by our members. 
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